
Bus Information and Clarifications 
 
New/Starting Darfield High School 
You do not need to be on the bus list to get on the bus - especially on the first day of school.  
If you are in a DHS/DPS uniform and in the right place at the right time, the bus will stop to 
collect you.  You do not need any other form of identification or paperwork.  We will update 
the bus lists at our end but this is not critical and a student will not be left on the side of the 
road if they are not on the list. 
 
When do buses start? 
Traditionally the Year 7 students start the year a day prior to the rest of the school group, all 
buses run in full on this day - morning and afternoon for students to use.  International 
students who can also start on this day also start using the bus from this day onwards. 
 
Bus Numbers - Updated for Term 2 2025 
Each bus is allocated a number which refers to where it parks each afternoon.  These are 
painted on the ground at the back of each park so students know which bus is which.  If 
students forget what their number is there are staff present each afternoon, along with other 
drivers who can help direct students to the correct bus. 
 



Darfield Primary School Users 
In the mornings Primary School students will stay on the bus when it stops at the High 
School and the driver will take them round the corner to the bus stop by the swimming pool 
on Cardale Street and they will walk to school from there.   
 
In the afternoons they will line up with the Primary School bus students that they have a list 
for.  A bus will pick them up from the front of the primary school and transfer them to the 
High School bus bay, where they will have to get off that bus and go to their allocated bus to 
get home.  The buses always park in the same park and all the numbers are painted on the 
ground in each bus park at the back to make it easier to find out where to go.  Buses depart 
the High School at 3.20pm each day. 
 
Bus Maps and Routes 
The pdf’s for each of the new routes with a run sheet are available on the website on this 
page https://darfield.school.nz/buses/  
 
If you are struggling to make the website work, please try and use a different browser, if you 
are using your phone the website prefers chrome to safari. 
 

●​ The buses on the routes are NOT where the bus stops, but provide times for when 
the bus goes past a specific intersection.   

●​ Buses can arrive 5 minutes either side of the set time. 
●​ NEW USERS and BEGINNING OF YEAR - please arrive at the bus stop 10 minutes 

early until bus loadings and timings settle down 
 
Buses stop on demand but it has to be safe for the bus to pull over.  The bus wheels must be 
on the road (it cannot pull over onto grass on the side of the road in case it gets stuck).  Bus 
drivers will let students know where to stand.  In cases where a number of students live 
close to one another - the driver will determine one stop to collect them all, the driver is not 
expected to stop every 20m 
 
Bus Departures 
In the afternoons we endeavour to release buses promptly at 3.20pm.  This gives students 
10 minutes to pack up and make their way to the bus bay.  Unless the bus driver is 
communicated with, the bus will depart at this time.   
 
If a student misses the bus they will be supported by staff to contact home and make 
alternative arrangements to get home. 
 
Sometimes with large school events bus departures can be delayed when a bus of students 
is late in returning - generally the maximum time all buses are held for is ~10 minutes. 
 
 
Delayed Buses 
If a bus breaks down or is delayed a text message will be sent to families as soon as we are 
advised.  (Darfield Primary School users - I will contact their office for them to be able to get 
in touch with you) 
 

https://darfield.school.nz/buses/


Bus Bay - Driving Access 
Please do not drive through the bus bay until all buses have departed as mentioned this is 
fairly prompt at 3.20pm each day.  It is especially dangerous to have vehicles driving through 
this area with so many students and buses present.  If you have a sports training, practice or 
meeting you are welcome to access the school car park via Bangor Road 
 
Eligibility for Bus Use 
To use a bus you must live a minimum distance to the school 
 
Year 1-8 - at least 3.2km from the school, over the shortest public road or pedestrian route 
from the home roadside gate to the school’s front gate. 

 
Year 9-13 - at least 4.8km from the school, over the shortest public road or pedestrian route 
from the home roadside gate to the school’s front gate. 
 
  

 
 

 



Bus Routes 

Bus routes are set by the Ministry of Education and cannot be changed or altered from the 
contracted route unless specific criteria are met. These criteria are outlined on the Ministry’s 
website:​
 
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/transport/designing-or-changing
-a-school-bus-routes/#sh-changing%20a%20bus%20route 

A route review can only be requested once every three years, and at that time the entire 
school bus network is considered. These reviews can lead to both extensions and reductions 
of existing routes. Because of this, the timing and impact of a review request must be 
considered in the context of the wider school transport community. The most recent review 
occurred in 2024, and the updated routes were implemented in Term 2, 2025. 

 
Conveyance allowance 
Students may be eligible for a conveyance allowance if they meet all three transport 
assistance criteria and: 

●​ There is no school bus available, or 
●​ They live more than 2.4 kilometres from the nearest school bus route. 
●​ Use the following link to find out more information and complete an application 

if relevant 
 
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/transport/sta-eligibility/#sh-bus%20eligibility 
 
Sports Practices / Appointments / Going to Friends 
Students can use the bus to attend different events.  I do ask that you email to let me know, 
to keep me aware of the loadings on the bus and where the students are in case of an 
emergency.  
 
In cases where the bus loadings are too high students who live in the area have priority of 
use of the bus and ineligible students will have to organise their own transport 
 
Contact Point: 
Ms Amy Tangney, Bus Controller 
Email: at@darfield.school.nz 
Tel: 03 318 8411 
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